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Phil 101 Philosophical Problems                    
Winter 2018 
CRN: 25430 
 
Instructor: Kaja Jenssen Rathe 
Email: krathe@uoregon.edu 
Office hours: Wednesdays 10:30-12:30, 232 Susan Campbell Hall (SCH)  
 
Class meets MTWR 9:00-9:50 pm in 303 GER 
Course Description:  
In this course, we will examine a few of the basic problems that have occupied philosophers throughout its 
millennia-old history and continue to do so today. Our focus will be on four major philosophical questions (or 
clusters of questions). In the first section, the topic is philosophy itself: What is philosophy? What does it mean to 
philosophize, and what is a philosophical question? Secondly, we will consider the classical philosophical question of 
knowledge: What is knowledge, and how is knowledge possible? We will here examine what several philosophers 
have said about questions of knowledge, truth and doubt. In the third part of the course, we approach religious 
questions and existential philosophy by asking the question: Does my life and existence have a meaning? And if it 
does, where does this meaning come from? Does it require religion, or can meaning come from elsewhere? In the 
fourth and last part of the course, we will address questions that belong to social and political philosophy, including 
questions of power, democracy, class, gender and race. We will study a selection of social and political thinkers from 
early modernity to our time. We will reflect on all these issues together through reading and discussion, and 
simultaneously practice and reflect on how to approach and read a philosophical text.  
 
Course Format:  
Classes will consist of lectures combined with discussion of the readings for that day. It is therefore crucial to the 
progress of the class that students come prepared, having read the material thoroughly.  
 
Canvas:  
Any changes to the course schedule, as well as all readings, will be available on Canvas. 
 
Learning outcomes:  

• Students will examine and analyze a variety of works of philosophy. 
• Students will demonstrate familiarity with basic questions, ideas, and methods of philosophy. 
• Students will demonstrate awareness of the relevance of philosophy to matters of common concern. 
• Students will develop skill with philosophical methods of asking questions, discussion, reading, and writing. 

 
Readings:  

• Readings will be available online through the canvas site for the course. Go to the canvas site and look under 
“modules”. Students are expected to print out the Canvas readings and bring them to lecture and discussion 
section each week, having read them closely and carefully. There will be reading checks throughout the term. 

 
Electronics (not!): 

• Unless you have a documented disability that necessitates the use of electronic devices, please refrain from 
using laptops, cell phones, blackberries, ipods, ipads, electronic readers, headphones, and any other electronic 
devices in class. If you do have a documented disability that makes it important for you to have the technology 
at hand, just let me know in person, show me the documentation from the Accessible Education Office, and 
we’ll make accommodations.   

 
Requirements:  

• Three take-home exams: 65% (20%+20%+25%) 
• Commentary on text: 10% 
• Attendance and participation: 25%, broken down as follows:  

 Reading-checks: 15% (3 x 5%) 
 “Mere” attendance: 5% 
 Active participation in class: 5% 



Phil 101 CRN 16283 Philosophical Problems Winter 2018  

 2 

 
NOTE: ALL REQUIREMENTS NEED TO BE FULFILLED IN ORDER TO PASS THE COURSE! 
 
Explanation of Requirements:  

• Take-home essays: There will be three take-home essays, due Sunday of week 4, Sunday of week 7 and 
Wednesday of week 11. The take-home exams constitute 65% of your final grade (two first = 20% each, the 
third = 25%). If you are unable to make the deadline because of illness or other accidents, you need to notify 
to your course instructor as soon as possible and provide documented proof that justifies further time 
extension.  

• Commentary on text: In addition to the three essays you have a first assignment, a short “commentary on 
text” that will constitute 10% of your final grade. The commentary is due by the end of week 2. Ahead I will 
give you a short paragraph from one of the texts we have read. In your commentary, you should (1) explain 
the argument that is being made in the paragraph, (2) explain the context of the argument, (3) discuss the 
stakes of the arguments, especially regarding the question of philosophy and (4) present one or two questions 
or challenges you would like to present to the argument. 

• Attendance and participation: Your attendance and participation grade constitutes 25% of your final grade. 
It is determined based on your attendance, level of preparation - especially through reading checks – and the 
quantity and quality of your contribution to the discussion. Participation in this class is mandatory. See 
grading rubric below. Excused absences consist in medical and family emergencies, or excused absences for 
athletes. It is your responsibility to provide valid documentation for such excused absences, meaning that 
your absence is automatically registered as unjustified unless you provide the necessary and valid 
documentation (a doctor’s note, letter from your coach, etc…) If you have less than 80% attendance for any 
reason (around 8 absences, justified or not) you cannot earn a passing grade and will receive an F. Note that 
it is your responsibility to inquire about what material and exercises you missed and how to make up for any 
missing assignment. Contact the course instructor by email if you have questions. 

o Reading checks: I will do three unannounced reading checks during the term. They will be held on 
Thursdays. To receive full credit for a reading check, you need to have brought the printed material 
for that week to class, and it should clearly show that you have read it through highlights, 
annotations, etc. The reading checks constitute 15% of your participation grade.  

 
Participation/Attendance - grading rubric (To calculate grades for “participation”, your instructor will weigh all 
these factors in a holistic manner at the end of the term.) 

• A – Exceptional:  To achieve an A, expectations are that student has perfect or near perfect attendance, he/she 
always comes prepared and consistently contributes significantly to the conversation about the material in a 
way that is helpful to the class, without dominating the discussion to such an extent that it inhibits 
participation by other students. It goes without saying that to receive an A in participation/attendance, the 
student keeps up with readings and do not miss any reading checks. 

• B – Very Good.  To achieve a B, expectations are that the student will have very good attendance at lectures 
(present around 95% of the time – no more than two unexcused absences). The student takes an active role 
in class and their remarks are consistently helpful and on topic. The student always comes prepared, and do 
not miss any reading checks. 

• C – Good. To achieve a C, expectations are that the student has good attendance (present around 90% of the 
time). Usually comes prepared. Participates orally in class, although not consistently, and contributions are 
not as careful or thorough as for an A or B grade. Misses no more than one out of three reading checks. 

• D – Poor. To achieve a D, expectations are that the student is not absent more than 80% of the time, and 
participates in discussions sporadically. Misses no more than two out of three reading checks. 

• F – Failing. Absent more than 80% of the time, and is not a positive contributor to discussions, and misses 
two or more out of three reading checks. 

 
Further policies:  

1) Please retain the original copy of all work returned to you during the term until the final course grade has 
been posted. In the event of any question concerning whether grades have been accurately recorded, it is your 
responsibility to provide these original copies as documentation.  

2) Handing in homework late will lower your grade. Homework that is more than a week late will not be 
accepted, unless this was for demonstrable reasons beyond your control.  
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3) In order to avoid disruptions in class you are asked to avoid exiting and entering the classroom while lectures 
and discussions are going on and do not pack your things until the class is officially over.  

4) If you miss a class it is your responsibility to keep up with the course material.  
5) The uses of electronic devices like laptops, cell phones, tablets, iPads, etc. during class is not allowed unless 

a student has a documented need for using a specific device (note from the Accessible Education Center). If 
the latter is the case, please notify your instructors right away.  

6) You are expected to follow the rules of academic honesty. Failure to do so will result in failure of the whole 
course (“F”). 

 
Rules of academic honesty: Academic dishonesty (e.g., cheating, plagiarism) is strictly prohibited and may result in severe 
penalties. Procedures, and penalties for such cases are spelled out on the UO website for Academic Dishonesty  

• Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the inclusion of someone else’s product, words, ideas, or data as one’s own work. When a 
student submits work for credit that includes the product, words, ideas, or data of others, the source must be acknowledged 
by the use of complete, accurate, and specific references, such as footnotes. By placing one’s name on work submitted 
for credit, one certifies the originality of all work not otherwise identified by appropriate acknowledgements. Verbatim 
statements by others must be enclosed by quotation marks or set off from the regular text as indented extracts.  

• In order to find out how to avoid plagiarism, see http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/  
• Fabrication: Fabrication is the intentional use of information that the author has invented when he or she states or implies 

otherwise, or the falsification of research or other findings with the intent to deceive. Examples include, but are not 
limited to: 1) citing information not taken from the source indicated; 2) listing sources in a reference not used in the 
academic exercise; 3) inventing data or source information for research or other academic exercises.  

• Cheating: Cheating is an act of deception by which a student misrepresents or misleadingly demonstrates that he or she 
has mastered information on an academic exercise that he or she has not mastered, including the giving or receiving of 
unauthorized help in an academic exercise. Examples include but are not limited to: 1) copying from another student’s 
work; 2) collaborating without authority or allowing another student to copy one’s work in a test situation; 3) using the 
course textbook or other material not authorized for use during a test; 4) using unauthorized material during a test; for 
example, notes, formula lists, cues on a computer, photographs, symbolic representations, and notes written on clothing; 
5) resubmitting substantially the same work that was produced for another assignment without the knowledge and 
permission of the instructor; 6) taking a test for someone else or permitting someone else to take a test for you.  

 
Assistance/Resources:  

• If you need a special learning assistance, (for example, use of electronic devices, extended time in exams) please notify 
me right away and contact the Accessible Education Center.  

• Accessible Education Center (AEC): coordinates services, provides advocacy and support to students with documented 
physical, learning, and psychological disabilities and provides assistance to the general campus community in responding 
appropriately to requests for accommodations based on disability. Location: 164 Oregon Hall. Web page: 
http://aec.uoregon.edu/. Phone: 541-346-1155. Email: uoaec@uoregon.edu  

• Teaching & Learning Center (TLC): TLC provides numerous resources (including courses, workshops, and tutoring) 
to help UO students succeed. They work with a diverse student body with a wide range of needs. If you are unsure which 
resources would work best, they are happy to answer questions and share suggestions. Location: 68 PLC. Web page: 
http://tlc.uoregon.edu/. Phone: 541-346-3226.  

• University Counseling and Testing Center (UCTC): The UCTC provides comprehensive mental health care and testing 
services to the University of Oregon campus. The primary mission of the UCTC is to provide quality clinical/therapeutic 
services, psychological testing and assessment, psychoeducational workshops and outreach as well as emergency 
services. Location: 2nd floor, University Health, Counseling, and Testing Center Building. 1590 E 13th Ave. Web site: 
http://counseling.uoregon.edu/dnn/. 24-Hour Crisis Hotline: 541-346-3227  

• Discrimination and Sexual Harassment: The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of 
discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and gender-based stalking. 
If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences gender-based violence (intimate partner violence, 
attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. UO has staff 
members trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing 
academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. Please be aware that most UO 
employees holding administrative positions (Heads, Deans, ecc.) are required reporters. This means that if you tell them 
about a situation, they may have to report the information to the Office of Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity. 
Even if you talk with a required reporter you will still have options about how your case will be handled, including 
whether or not you wish to pursue a formal complaint. Our goal is to make sure you are aware of the range of options 
available to you and have access to the resources you need. If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 
541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24-hour hotline, to be connected to a confidential counselor to discuss your options. You can also 
visit the SAFE website at safe.uoregon.edu.  

http://aec.uoregon.edu/
http://tlc.uoregon.edu/
http://counseling.uoregon.edu/dnn/
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COURSE SCHEDULE  
Reading assignments will be announced in advance, and they are listed in the tentative schedule given below. Every 
student is expected to attend all lectures and to read the assigned texts by the assigned dates (i.e., to have printed, read 
and annotated the text before it is discussed in the lecture).  
 
Section I: What is philosophy?  
Week 1:  
1/8:  Introduction to the course  
1/9:  Bertrand Russell, The Value of Philosophy (4 pages) 
1/10:   Plato, The Allegory of the Cave (6 pages) 
1/11: Plato, The Apology of Socrates (25 pages) 
  
Week 2:  
1/15: Martin Luther King Jr. day – no class 
1/16:  Nancy Tuana: Reading Philosophy Like a Woman (8 pages) 
 
Section II: Knowledge, truth and doubt 
1/17: Plato. Meno (p. 1-19) 
1/18:  Plato. Meno (p. 20-35) 

 Short assignment due Sunday (commentary on text) 
 
Week 3:  
1/22:  Descartes: Discourse on the Method, Part One (5 pages) 
1/23: Descartes: Discourse on the Method, Part Two (6 pages) 
1/24:  Descartes: First Meditation (5 pages) 
1/25: Descartes: Second Meditation (8 pages) 
 
Week 4:  
1/29:  David Hume: An Enquiry concerning Human Understanding, Section IV (12 pages) 
1/30:  Hume, cont. 
1/31:  Geneviève Lloyd, Man of Reason (10 pages) 
2/1:  William James, What Pragmatism Means (16 pages) 

 Essay 1 due on Sunday! 
 
Section III: Existence, absurdity and our search for meaning 
Week 5:  
2/5:  Leo Tolstoy: My Confession (20 pages) 
2/6:  Tolstoy (cont.) 
2/7:  Friedrich Nietzsche: Antichrist, Preface + ch. 1-17  (13 pages) 
2/8:  Nietzsche (cont.) 
 
Week 6:  
2/12:  Arthur Schopenhauer: On the Suffering of the World (13 pages) 
2/13:  Schopenhauer (cont.) 
2/14:  Albert Camus: An Absurd Reasoning (approx. 20 pages) 
2/15:  Camus (cont.) 
 
Week 7:  
2/19:  Jean-Paul Sartre: Existentialism is a Humanism (38 pages) 
2/20:  Sartre (cont.) 
2/21:  TBA (probably Simone Weil, Waiting for God) 
2/22:  Weil (cont.) 

 Essay 2 due on Sunday! 
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Section IV: Society and politics 
Week 8:  
2/26:  Machiavelli, The Prince, ch. I-V (25 pages) 
2/27:  Machiavelli, The Prince, ch. XIV-XVIII (22 pages) 
2/28:  Jean-Jaques Rousseau: The Social Contract, Book I (ch. 1-11) 
3/1:  Jean-Jaques Rousseau: The Social Contract, Book II, ch. 1-5 (p. 12-18) 
 
Week 9:  
3/5:  Karl Marx: The Communist Manifesto (1848) (p.14-21) 
3/6:  Karl Marx: The Communist Manifesto (1848) (p. 22-34) 
3/7:  Simone de Beauvoir: The Second Sex (1949) (Introduction,15 pages) 
3/8:  Beauvoir (cont.) 
  
Week 10:  
3/12:  Patricia Williams: The Death of the Profane (8 pages) 
3/13:  bell hooks: Killing Rage (13 pages) 
3/14: Patricia Hill Collins: Rethinking Black Women's Activism (p. 141-161. Preface optional.) 
3/15:  Review and closing discussion: What can philosophy offer us? 

 Essay 3 due Wednesday of Finals week! 
 
 
 


